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Commodore’s Log 

Our general manager Shawn Witmer does such a great job of planning our 
activities! In June we enjoyed our monthly bingo and pasta trivia; however, we 
also had a wonderful Speak Easy Jazz Blues night with a special dinner menu 
and great music. Father’s Day brunch was an outstanding event; and at the 
end of the month we will do a Little Bit Country and a Little Bit Rock and Roll. 
More fun is coming in July, including a July 4th event, and a Ship Store sale on 
Friday the 10th. The store still has some great apparel for sun protection. 

Fleet captain Miles McNamee planned an excellent 2eet event by land and sea 
to Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian Harbor Beach, Florida.  Three boats made 
the journey by water and approximately 20 members attended by land for 

lunch.  If you have not visited this beautiful club, we are welcome anytime as a bene7t of our FCYC 
membership.  Our membership in FCYC and YCA allows us access to yacht clubs all over Florida and the 
US, so contact the of7ce for a letter of introduction if you want to check out 
another club during your summer travels.  

As we prepare for our dock rebuild, look for additional information about 
our 2eet and options to participate in activities. Jim DeSimone, chair of the 
Dock Rebuild Committee, and the engineering 7rm of Cummins Cederberg 
have distributed the bid package and we hope to engage a contractor and 
see demolition start by the end of July.  

I encourage members to continue to be involved in the club. Joining a 
committee is a good way to get engaged and learn more about the club’s 
operations and activities. All members are welcome to attend committee 
meetings to hear more (exceptions being the Finance and Nominating 
Committees).  Or you might consider some of our other regular activity 
groups like Pickleball, Mahjong, Bridge and Book Club.  The Nominating 
Committee is in the process of discussing potential candidates and 
planning for 2027, and welcomes your application. 

Respectfully, 
Jane Booth, Commodore 
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All members are welcome to attend committee and board meetings as a guest. The July 
schedule is listed below. Please check the website for additional information. 

Fleet - Tuesday, July 7, 4:30 p.m. 
House and Grounds - Tuesday, July 14, 9:30 a.m. 
Planning - Tuesday, July 14, 9:30 a.m. 
Membership - Tuesday, July 14, 4:30 p.m. 
Board of Directors – Tuesday, July 21, 9:30 a.m. 
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Due to many members being away in the summer months, some committees may not hold meetings. 
Please double-check before you come.  

Your Vero Beach Yacht Club needs YOU! 
Please consider offering your service to your club by sitting on the board of directors or the Nominating 
Committee.  Until September 30, 2026, we are accepting member applications for these positions and 
would like to hear from you.  We also would like to know if you would be interested in being considered 

for the positions of rear commodore, vice commodore or 
commodore in the future.  

Directors and Nominating Committee members are elected for two-
year terms at the VBYC Annual Meeting in January of each year. Any 
member applying for a board position must have been a member of 
VBYC for two years and must have actively served on a committee 

for at least one year; board members 7nishing up a two-year term are also encouraged to re-apply for an 
additional term. 

Serving your club is both rewarding and satisfying. If you are interested in applying (or re-applying) for a 
leadership position, please send a letter of 100 words (or less) stating your interest and quali7cations to 
Nominating Committee chair PC Gordon Sellers (gsellers.vbyc@gmail.com) by Sept. 30, 2026.  
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 F L O R I D A  C O U N C I L  O F  Y A C H T  C L U B S  ( F C YC )  

Our last meeting was held in May at Pelican Isle Yacht Club, situated 
between Naples and Bonita Springs. The club is located on a bulkheaded 
island where there are 192 boat slips. The facility is beautiful and it is well 
worth taking advantage of our year-round reciprocity. The meeting was 
the 7rst with the new commodore, P/C Kitch Keitchen, and the Executive 
Committee. The meeting was well organized with the following topics of 
interest discussed: 

Reciprocity remains a matter of importance to some clubs pertaining to 
recognition and member authenticity. Members should always make 
reservations and inquire if club cards or other identi7cation are required. 

Red snapper Atlantic 7shery management continues to vacillate on 7shing in offshore federal waters. 
Currently the Atlantic 7shery is closed to recreational 7shing due to a federal court injunction. The 
Florida Gulf 7shery, on the other hand, offers 140 days of red snapper 7shing. 

We had a very good update on the Bahamas cruising fees issue. Due to FCYC and others, the Bahamas 
has signi7cantly reduced its cruising permit fees to combat a 40% drop in boating tourists. According 
to the president of the Association of the Bahamas Marinas, the two FCYC letters were an important 
factor in the decision. 

FCYC is now publishing three newsletters per year, which corresponds to one issue every two 
meetings. The objective is to work toward getting the rank and 7le of the 36 club members better 
acquainted with the mission of FCYC and its objectives. FCYC leadership would be pleased to hear 
what our club leadership feels about the effort so far. If you have a thought, please let me know and I 
will pass it on. If you need copies, I will gladly provide any or all of them. 

The next available FCYC meeting will be held at the Naples Sailing and Yacht Club. The dates are 
September 11-13, 2026. For folks interested, let me know earlier that later as some clubs close out 
availability quite early.  

Rey Neville P/C 
Director, FCYCly 

P/C Rey Neville,  
Director FCYC 
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VBYC KAYAK GROUP OUTING - ROUND ISLAND PARK 
Due to the summer heat, we will not have kayak outings in July, August and 
September. But boy did we end the season with a bang. On June 13, a small 
group of kayakers launched from Round Island Park. We thoroughly 
enjoyed calm waters and a light breeze as we paddled through this 
beautiful water park where our out7tter, Maddy Russell, provided 
interesting information on the 2ora and fauna--including two manatees 
which swam by and under our kayaks!  

We then kayaked to two "spoil islands" (man-made islands created from the dredging of the local 
section of the Intracoastal Waterway). The 7rst was SL-1, a conservation island in Saint Lucie County 
providing protection for abundant 2ocks of birds. The second island was SL-2, a recreation-designated 
island where we beached our kayaks and hiked through the woods to a beautiful long white sand 
beach. Kayak Group organizer Toby Jarman explained that the recreation spoil islands are open free of 
charge to day users and campers, providing picnic tables, grills, and 7re pits. Spoil islands are truly 
State and local treasures that can be seen by all VBYC members--just sign up for the next kayak outing, 
which will be in October! 

FLEET SPONSORED EVENTS 

FOR EVERYONE 

Under the leadership of 2eet captain Miles McNamee, the 
Fleet Committee strives to provide engaging activities for 
both boaters and the general VBYC membership alike. If you 
have ideas for future activities, please contact Miles at 

milesmcnamee@gmail.com. The following are articles and photos 
describing last month's events both on and by the water. Please 

remember that the club boat Change of Plans is available for rent to 
participate in local boating events by all members who have gone through 
VBYC's boating orientation program. 

F � 
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The Fleet Committee had an incredibly successful three-day cruise from June 12-14 
that included both boaters and VBYC's non-boat-owner members. Fleet captain 
Miles McNamee, past commodore (PC) Jim Stanley, and 2eet cruise coordinator 
Dennis Makielski organized our 2eet's 7rst Land & Sea Cruise to neighboring 
Florida Council of Yacht Club member, Eau Gallie Yacht Club. Included in the 2eet 
were Captain Joel Levenston and mate Janet on Dream Catcher, Captain Tim 
Hermes and mate Rita on What's Her Name, PC Jim Stanley and mate Karen on 

Vigilant, and Quail Valley members Captain Jeff Feldman and mate Barbara on Blue Sky. 
The 2eet arrived Friday afternoon and enjoyed delicious adult beverages at the club, a swim in the pool, 
"docktails" on PC Stanley's vessel, and poolside dining that evening. 
The next day, over 25 "land cruise members" arrived for a swim, lunch, and a tour of Eau Gallie's 
remodeled club house and grounds. Commodore Jane Booth praised the Fleet Committee for getting so 
many VBYC members involved in the event. 
The 2eet began the evening with docktails on Captain Feldman's vessel, was later treated to a bottle of 
champagne by Eau Gallie's 2eet surgeon Dr. Kevin Campbell, and enjoyed a gourmet dinner in Eau Gallie's 
newly remodeled dining room. 
After brunch and bloodies Sunday morning, the 2eet returned home 
safely to VBYC--a great weekend, and a great example of getting the 
entire VBYC membership involved in Fleet Committee activities. 
If you missed this event, don't despair. The Fleet Committee has 
plans for an August land and sea cruise to Pelican Yacht Club in Fort 
Pierce--stay tuned for more details. 

V B YC  L A N D  *  S E A  C R U I S E  T O  E A U  G A L L I E  YA C H T  C L U B   
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Bingo Bingo 

Bingo 

Our Newest Members Bingo 

Happy Birthday Mickey Happy Birthday Linda Happy Birthday Jim 

Happy Birthday Joanna Happy Birthday Craig 

H � 1 1 �  B 	 & � ' /��  
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Check the photo album on the VBYC website for more photos. https://verobeachyachtclub.com/photos 

B � & � � �  E 2 . ' � 
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Nine & Dine Winners May Trivia Winners 

O 
  � ' �  W �� � &  

 

In May, Marie Healey journeyed to 
Ireland, where she participated in a 
burgee exchange with the Poolbeg 
Yacht Club in Dublin. As shown, the 
club wasted no time raising our 
burgee to a prominent spot on 
their wall. 
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SHIP STORE SALE 
FRIDAY, JULY 10 
5PM - 6:30PM  

Get your Christmas shopping 2nished early this year with one or 
more of the items available from the Ship Store. 

Items for sale include all 100 Year Anniversary merchandise and a variety 
of hats, visors, note cards, stickers, license plates, history books, burgees, 

and shirts and jackets for men and women. Sure to please 
someone on your gift list. 

Hope to see you there. But if you can't make the sale, 
the of2ce staff can help you 2nd the perfect gift (or 
something special for yourself) from the store; just ask. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner 

2 
Lunch 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Tapas Buffet & 
Limited Menu 

3 
Lunch 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Hour 
Dinner 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pink Spice 
Trio 

5 
Pickleball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Club 

Closed 

  

  

7 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Dinner 

8 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

Dinner 

9 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  

Dinner 

10 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
  
  
   
  

Happy Hour 
Dinner 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Special Buffet 

12 
Pickleball 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
Club 

Closed 

  

  

14 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

  Dinner 

15 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Dinner 

16 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 

  
Dinneṛ 

17 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
  

Happy Hour 
Dinner 

18 
 
 
 
 
  
   
  

Dinner 

19 
Pickleball 

 
 

20 
Club 

Closed 
  

  

21 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

Dinner 

22 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner 

23 
Lunch 

 
 
  
  
  
  

Dinner 

24 
Lunch 

 
 
 
  
  

Happy Hour 
Dinner 

25 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

Special Buffet 

26 
Pickleball 

 
 
 

27 
Club 

Closed 
 
 

28 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Dinner 

29 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

30 
Lunch 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  

Limited Menu 

31 
Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Hour 
Dinner 

 

Reservations Required ~ 772-231-2211 
Lunch: Wednesday through Friday: 11:00 a.m. ~ 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday Brunch: 10:00 a.m. ~ 1:30 p.m. 
Dinner: Tuesday Through Saturday: 5:30 ~ 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday: Jackets optional in main dining room 
 

AUGUST  HIGHLIGHTS 
Bingo - Thursday, August 6 

Motown Divas - Saturday, August 8 
DJ  Dance Party - Thursday, August 13 

Hippy Fest - Saturday, August 22 
Pasta Trivia - Thursday, August 27 


