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Commodore’s Log
This month, let’s point our binoculars towards forward-looking horizons as we enter
fall, cool off a tad and welcome the return of our traveling and seasonal members. I
encourage all new members to pencil these events into their calendars - they are a
fun way to make friends and enjoy your club.

Blessing of the Fleet, Saturday, November 13th

This interpretation of a centuries-old nautical tradition that began in Mediterranean
fishing communities has the VBYC Board and invited clergy assembled on our dock Thead officiating over an assembled parade of boats to offer a blessing for a safe and bountiful season on
the water. Non-VBYC boats are invited to participate. We are not sure if this ritual results in the
participating boats avoiding disasters at sea, but it most certainly can’t hurt!
Cmdre Bob Jones

Christmas Parade, Saturday, December 11th

After taking a year off because of COVID, it appears as if the Vero Beach Christmas
Parade down Ocean Drive is back on. It always amazes me that our little city has
such a great turnout of spectators, floats, and parade participants. VBYC will once
again be entering the club pontoon boat, Friendship, with the Commodore and
Lady Commodore aboard and club members walking behind. Decorating the
pontoon boat is great fun – volunteers welcomed!

Skipper’s Table, dates TBD

Pre-COVID, VBYC sponsored guest speakers on subjects that ranged from
international affairs, nautical adventures, national security, and FBI back stories.
If any member is interested in coordinating the monthly events or knows of
people who would be willing to share interesting stories, experiences, or
perspectives, please let Shawn know. I’m always amazed at the fascinating
backgrounds of Vero residents!

Fleet Initiative

Several great ideas are germinating aimed at involving more members in waterbased activities, whether they are boat owners or not. Please contact Toby
Jarman if you would like to help coordinate some activities, so we can distribute
the workload. Look for details in the Siren and a Fleet survey aimed at getting
member input and participation. Many of us no longer own boats, but we still
savor time on the water! continued….
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Commodore’s Log, continued...
Concerts in the Parking Lot

Beginning in October, the club’s hugely popular monthly concerts in the VBYC parking lot return with a
roster of exceptional entertainers. Shawn rents a huge stage, members and their guests bring lawn
chairs, and everyone enjoys the show! (Singing and dancing are encouraged.) Neighbors from the marina
and adjacent condo provide an extended audience. Beware, these events become quite addictive!

South Patio Initiative

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) have completed their respective site visits, and we believe their approval to remove the mangroves is imminent.
City/County permit approval on the seawall extension and the south patio pergola are in the works. The
VBYC board approved this project, contingent on securing the remaining approvals, at the September
meeting. It is our hope that seawall construction will begin, as planned, in late October.

Tunnel to Towers
When valiant men and women run towards danger instead of running away
from it, we honor their heroism. One such time in our recent history was the
morning of September 11, 2001. On that fateful day, many lost their lives
trying to help their fellow Americans, leaving behind a legacy that we
continue to honor 20 years later.
On that morning, firefighter Stephen Siller had just finished his night shift
when a call came over his scanner that the World Trade Center was on fire.
He grabbed his gear and ran two miles through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel into the city trying to save the
lives of those trapped in the Twin Towers. In so doing, he was one of the heroes who lost his own life.
In the aftermath of the tragedy, Stephen’s brother Frank
started the Tunnel to Towers Foundation, a nonprofit
organization to honor the loss of his brother and the many
others who gave everything during the terrorist attack on our
nation and for years afterward.
The organization has raised more than $250 million for
programs that include mortgage-free homes to catastrophically
injured veterans and first responders, Gold Star and fallen first
responder families with young children, and families with
young children who lost a parent in the line of duty or to a 9/11related illness.
VBYC has chosen to support Tunnel to Towers and their work in
helping our American heroes and their families. Thank you to
those who have generously donated $5,200 to this worthwhile
cause.
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S h i p m at e s
WEAR YOUR FINEST FLAPPER ATTIRE FOR
OUR 95TH BIRTHDAY BASH!
Shipmates held their fall kickoff meeting on Friday, September 10th. The guest
speaker was Angel Pietsch from "Little Birthday Angels," an organization that
provides birthday celebrations for homeless children. A motion was made and
passed for the Shipmates to donate to this worthwhile organization.
Brenda Lloyd has volunteered to fill the vacant treasurer position for the remainder of the year. Thank
you, Brenda, for stepping up to fill the position. Volunteers are also needed to fill open positions for the
2022 calendar year. If you are interested, please contact Mary Wohlstein.
October will be a busy month for the Shipmates.
• The next meeting will be held on Friday, October 8 at 11 a.m. Our guest speaker will be our own

Faye Estes, who will demonstrate how to create a seasonal floral arrangement.

• We are hosting a VBYC 95th Birthday Bash on Saturday,

October 16, with a Roaring 20s theme. Chef Rodney is
preparing a special menu and there will be music for
dancing, as well as a walk down memory lane and a raffle.
Get your roaring 20s outfits ready and join in the fun!

• That same night we will kick off the annual Food Drive, which will run until

December 15. While non-perishable food items are always welcome, a cash
donation helps the Food Pantry use their purchasing power with several local
merchants. Check donations should be made out to Food Pantry of Indian River
County and turned in at the VBYC office. For more information or to assist with
the drive, please contact Helen Drewitt at helendrewett@comcast.net.

In other news, Tuesday, November 9 from 5 p.m.-7 p.m., the Shipmates will conduct a Ship Store sale and
we will be conducting our annual Teddy Bear Drive during December.
All women who are members of the VBYC are eligible to join the Shipmates. The mission of our
organization is "to encourage and facilitate camaraderie among the women of VBYC and to render
assistance and support as needed to the club and the community." Meetings are held on the 2nd Friday
of each month from September until May at 11 a.m.; after the meeting, many of our members stay to enjoy
a leisurely lunch with old and new friends.
We would love to see you at our October meeting.
Mary Wohlstein
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O n t h e W at e r f r o n t
WATERWAY CLEAN UP

September 18 was International Coastal Cleanup Day. The objective
is to engage people around the world to remove trash and debris
from beaches and raise awareness of the extent of the marine debris
problem. Seventeen VBYC members enjoyed a beautiful day on the
water and a day of community service. Several large bags of trash
were collected with the usual cans and bottles in addition to 2 plant
containers and a visor!

FLEET CRUISE

Experienced boaters know how important flexibility is, and to
always have “plan B” at the ready. The Yacht Club’s September
cruise was a perfect example. It was destined for a night at Smyrna
Yacht Club, followed by a night at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club. On
Friday morning the intrepid yachters departed. Fleet Captain
Bowden and Stuart were on “Wayward Kraken,” with PC Stanley on
“Vigilant,” and PC Neville and Reginia Moran on “Sans Souci,”
enroute to SYC. Two hours into the five-hour cruise, PC Stanley
spun a prop. With only one of the two engines functioning, it was
time for Plan B.
The three boats motored slowly into the Eau Gallie Yacht Club and,
after tying up, decided the best course of action most certainly
involved “docktails.” The next logical step was dinner.
The following morning, FC Bowden suggested that since the group
was only three hours away from Smyrna Yacht Club, lunch there
would be a good idea. He volunteered “Wayward Kraken,” so
everyone boarded for the run, to enjoy a wonderful lunch.
Upon returning to Eau Gallie Yacht Club, the group was met by
Captain Hermes and Rita on “What’s Her Name,” and Captain Bacon
and Connie, joined by RC Peschio and Tom, on “Après Ski.” Jell-O
shots in the pool, more docktails, and a delicious dinner kept the
group going late into the evening.
Sunday morning, Captains Bacon and Hermes helped PC Stanley
move “Vigilant” to a launch ramp, where they were able to pull the
spun prop and install a spare. After celebrating the success of the
repair, by cooling off in the pool and having a leisurely lunch, the
captains cruised back to VBYC. Great weather, great food, great
friends and a Plan B that worked-who could ask for more?
On the Waterfront, continued
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O n t h e W at e r f r o n t , c o n t i n u e d
VBYC PADDLE GROUP OUTING
Saturday, October 2nd, 8:45 a.m.
Destination: Little Jim Bridge
Kayak through mangroves for a swim at “Redneck Riviera.” If you
are new to kayaking, we will teach you! Contact Toby Jarman at:
jotoby@moonriveriii.com if you are planning to attend. Email
Maddy of Adventure Kayak Tours for kayak reservations at
madelynrussell12@gmail.com.

Brunch / Raft Up
Sunday, October 10, 2021
Contact Captain Piecuch at jpie7237@gmail.com
for location and details.

BEACH UP
Thursday, October 21st at 11 a.m.
Destination: Spoil Island # SL-08
Bring your beach chairs and picnic lunch. Please let Toby Jarman
know at jotoby@moonriveriii.com if you plan to bring your boat.

Wi ne aux C or ne r
Bonjour,
Just a reminder that we will be enjoying a wine dinner on Wednesday, October 20. Chef is
preparing five regional French courses, each paired with a wonderful French wine. Hors
D’oeuvres will commence at 6:00 with dinner served at 6:30. Specifics can be found on page 10
of this month’s Siren.
Two of the October wine specials are from the Maison Nicholas vineyard of Vin de
Pays, France.
The Chardonnay is clean and lightly oaked, with a nose of honey and butter. The mouth is
crisp and dry with pear, apple, and apricot.
The Rose, 100% Pinot Noir grapes, is dry and light, with a clean nose of raspberry and red
fruit. The mouth is light and crisp with strawberries and raspberries. Try this
one with poultry or shrimp.
The red special is Esprit Barville, a Côtes du Rhône. With
aromas of cherries and plums, and hints of black pepper
and thyme, the mouth is of smooth soft tannins with dark
cherry and raspberry flavors.
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Bridge
Did you know?
VBYC has had two continuous bridge
groups since the late 1970s, but they
weren’t always open to everyone, according to
Judy Allen. “The Friday afternoon game was all
male until an afternoon in the mid-90s when, short one player, Betty
Broomell’s husband asked if she would sit in to fill the vacancy. From that day
forward,” Allen recalls, “women were included in the group.”
The VBYC’s Tuesday evening and Friday afternoon bridge groups are seeking members
to join in these fun and friendly competitions.
On Tuesdays, the group plays ACBL contract rubber bridge. Many of the players meet at
the club around 5 p.m. and enjoy a friendly cocktail before dinner. Play begins at 7 p.m.
The Friday afternoon game begins with lunch at 11:30 a.m. followed by a drawing to pick partners for the
day. The Chicago-style play begins at 12:30 p.m. and ends after six rounds at about 3 p.m. In Chicago (also
known as four-deal bridge), a round consists of four deals, with each deal scored independent of the
others.
Sean Kashawlic, who has been playing with the Friday group for two years, describes the games as
“challenging, friendly and a great way to meet new people.” Sharon Theobald, a seasonal player,
enthusiastically encourages members who like to play bridge to “come join us!”
Both groups charge $3. The funds are used to provide prizes to winning players and to fund several parties
organized Helga McCahan throughout the year. These events are held at various locations and are another
fun and friendly way to get to know fellow VBYC bridge players.
Players interested in playing Tuesday should contact Judy Allen at 772-231-0410 .
For the Friday afternoon game, contact Helga McCahan at 772-492-0919, or helgam@live.com.
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Vero Beach Yacht Club Staff

Rodney Smith (Executive Chef)
I was born in Hamilton Ohio and
moved to Ft. Lauderdale before I
was a year old. I have a son and
daughter. When I'm not cooking,
I love to go fishing.

Irene Novak (Controller)
I moved to Vero Beach for this
job and to be with family in 2013.
My hobbies include beaches,
swimming, and biking.
John Martucci (server)
I asked my girlfriend if we could
join a yacht club so, we moved
to paradise, and I did just that!

Kassi Rogers (Server)
I was born and raised in
Southern California. When I’m
not at work, I’m most likely at
the gym.

Max Filias (Kitchen/Utility)
I was born in Haiti and moved to
the US in 1980. I'm married with
4 children and have 3
grandchildren. I have worked in
the hospitality industry my
entire career.

Kim Vigue (Server)
I moved to Vero from Plainville,
CT with my 4 children. I have 3
grandchildren. When I have a
day off, I'm at the beach with a
book.

Forest Sultier (Line Cook)
I was born in Haiti and moved to
Vero Beach in 1980. I love
working at VBYC and have been
working here since 2000.

Natalie Hawkins (Server)
I grew up in northeast New
Jersey and worked as an
emergency room RN for 15 years
before coming to Florida.
Tommy Bologna (Sous Chef)
I was born in Valley Stream, Long
Island and moved to Vero Beach
in 1991. I'm married with 2 sons,
and I have spent my entire
career cooking.
Kim Witmer (Office Manager)
Being employed at VBYC and
working with Shawn has been
great! My hobbies are fishing,
baking, crafting, sewing, and
gardening. Visiting our son,
daughter and four grandchildren
is always a plus!!



Brenda Bacon (Bartender)
Yes, Bacon, no relation to John
or Kevin. I like Wanda.
Shawn Witmer (GM)
Born in the Amish Country of PA,
I spent most of my life in South
Florida. I joined the VBYC family
Nov. 1, 2013. I have loved every
minute of working with Kim, the
rest of the staff and for the
membership. We have two
children and four grandchildren,
whom we adore. We are avid
cruisers and fishermen.
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Vero Beach Yacht Club Staff, continued
Dana Davis (Garde Manger)
I was born in New Jersey and
moved to Vero Beach in 2017. I
have 3 children and 2
grandchildren.
Dan Revell (Bartender)
Father of one son and
grandfather of one. My hobbies
are landscaping, fishing, and
hockey.
Danny Reascos (Server)
I was born and raised in Vero
Beach, where I learned to swim
as soon as I could walk!
Daniel Graham (Cook)
I am grateful to have this job
because I love it here!
Beau Stevens (Line Cook)
I graduated from Sebastian High
School. My favorite thing to do
when I'm not cooking is playing
my guitar.

Daniel Coutard (Server)
I started working at VBYC when I
was 16 years old. I've learned a
lot of my life skills and honed my
profession in this fine
establishment. I owe this club
for all my growth. Thank you to
you all.
Antwawn Banks (Dishwasher)
I like Florida State football and
the Denver Broncos.
Christine Brazaitis (Server)
I grew up in Clark, NJ, where I
played junior Olympic softball ‘til
I was 18. I have been here for
two months.
Jacqueline Carabia (Server)
The last (almost) five years of my
life have been filled with an
abundance of laughter,
camaraderie, and wonderful
memories for which I will be
forever grateful.

V B YC M e e t i n g s – O c t o b e r 2 0 2 1
All members are welcome to attend committee and board meetings as a guest. The October schedule is
listed below. Please check the website for additional information.
Fleet - Tuesday, October 5 @ 4:30 p.m.
Shipmates - Friday, October 8 @ 11:00 a.m.
Planning - Tuesday - October 12 @ 9:30 a.m.
Membership - Tuesday, October 12 @ 3:30 p.m.
Publicity & Publications - Wednesday, October 13 @ 10 a.m.
House and Grounds - Tuesday, October 12 @ 9:30 a.m.
Board of Directors – Tuesday, October 19 @ 9:30 a.m.
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September Photo Album

Check the photo album on the VBYC website for more
photos. https://verobeachyachtclub.com/photos
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French Wine Dinner

Wednesday, October 20
~ Greeting ~
6:00 p.m.
Aubert et Fils Brut
Pâté Grand Mère

Strong Mustard, Cornichon

Gougeres

Gruyère Cream, Pancetta

Escargot in Puff Pastry

Garlic Lemon Butter, Havarti Cheese

COURSES
Tuna Niçoise

Haricots Verts, Campari Tomato, Olive, Soft Boiled Quail Egg, Dijon Vinaigrette

Famille Roux – Chassagne-Montrachet Blanc
VBYC Bouillabaise

Prawn, Florida Clams, Scallop, Saffron Tomato Broth, Pernod, Orange Tarragon Butter, Baguette Crostini

L’Orme de Rauzan Gassies - Bordeaux
Veal Tender Rossini

Foie Gras, Madiera Veal Reduction, Black Truffles, Sweetbreads Cauliflower, Potato Mille Feuille

Domaine du Père Caboche – Châteauneuf du Pape
Chocolate Napoleon

Chocolate Pastry Cream, Mint Whipped Cream, Mascerated Strawberries

Chateau Petit Vedrines - Sauternes

Dinner and Wines
$85.00++

Dinner Only
$65.00++
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American Dirt

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco.
She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of her
life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist.

Even though she knows they’ll never sell, Lydia stocks some
of her all-time favorite books in her store. And then one day
by Jeanine Cummins
a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the
Wednesday, October 27, 4:00 p.m.
register with a few books he would like to buy—two of them
her favorites. Javier is erudite, personable, charming, and unbeknownst to Lydia,
he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city.
When Lydia’s husband’s tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives
will ever be the same.
Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca are instantly transformed into
migrants, They make their way north toward the United States, which is the only
place Javier’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless people trying to
reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something. But
what exactly are they running to?
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OCTOBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Lunch: Wednesday through Friday: 11:00 a.m. ~ 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Brunch: 10:00 a.m. ~ 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night on the Patio: Music: 6:00 p.m. ~ 9:00 p.m.
Dinner: Tuesday Through Saturday: 5:30 p.m. ~ 8:30 p.m.
Saturday: Jackets optional in main dining room
Saturday: Music: 6:30 ~ 9:30 p.m. (main dining room)
Reservations Required ~ 772-231-2211
3

Pickleball
Brunch

4

Club
Closed

5

6

VBYC Bucks
Drawing
Dinner
10
Pickleball
Brunch
Raft Up

11

17
Pickleball
Brunch

18
19
Club
Closed

Club
Closed

12
VBYC Bucks
Drawing
Dinner

Lunch

Paddle Group

Lunch

7

Lunch

14

Brunch

25
26
Club
Closed
VBYC Bucks
Drawing
Dinner

31
Pickleball
Brunch

8

Lunch

21

Lunch

Lunch

9

Steve Daley
Dinner

Happy Hour
Dinner
15

Lunch
Happy Hour
Dinner

Dinner
22

Lunch

16

Beachside Trio
23

Beach Up

VBYC Bucks
Drawing
Dinner
24
Pickleball

Lunch

Dinner

Music on the Patio
Dinner
20

Johnny Nick
Dinner

Happy Hour
Dinner

Music on the Patio
Dinner
13

Lunch

Sat
2

Happy Hour
Dinner

Dinner
27

Lunch

Music on the Patio
Dinner

28

Lunch

29

Lunch

Happy Hour
Dinner

Dinner
30

Sunnie & Kurtis

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Concert in the Park (-ing Lot) ~ Thursday, November 4
Past Commodores’ Party ~ Saturday, November 6
Veteran’s Day ~ Thursday, November 11
Blessing of the Fleet ~ Saturday, November 13
Thanksgiving ~ Thursday, November 25
Hanging of the Greens ~ Monday, November 29
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