VERO BEACH !YACHT CLuUB

For Fun and Friendship
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VERO BEACH

Press e Journ |
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 50th ANNIVERSARY ... %
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1976 '

Enthusiasm sparked the|
' January 17 golden an-|

' niversary party of our Vero|

: G C U Beach Yacht Club — when}

s more than 100 persons|

gathered to fete the big event. |
(Gala fastivities are pictured in

H O n O rS the P-J today, as well as a
writeup.

Prior to the dinner dance,
- Dean and I were guests for

- cocktails at Sherman and

: : ec r c ~“Conny Peterson’s charming

D apartment, which overlooks

the club. Enjoyed' swapping

boating and fishing hap-

penings with the A. Roy

Hogans, C. Reed Knights,

& Emily Tuck, Conny’s visiting
- sister, and Betty O'Grady.

I had never heard Ellen
Lowe sing before the party,
but after her song, am now
marking time until her
performance February 28 in
Showcase Operetta Com-
pany’s “‘Operetta Highlights.”

Furs, of course, abounded
as the weather was so nippy —
but delighted in the pretty

gowns — Dotty Hogan in
elegant red chiffon, Betty
Knight in a chic sheath of soft

and hot pinks, Conny Peterson
in gold “‘to celebrate the club’s
big night,” Gloria Berg in
smart black with white pearls
— and so many more. Aren't
parties fun?

AT THE HELM — Captured by Hogan, Mrs. Rodney Reynolds, who is
John Stringer’s camera lens are” secretary of the popular club, and
VBYC Rear-Commodore A. Roy Vice-Comiiodore James D. Chastain.,I




FOUNDERS HONORED — Among guests
celebrating the Vero Beach Yacht Club’s golden
anniversary Saturday night, January 17, were a
trio of founders, Mrs. Waldo Sexton, seated left, Joe
Earman and Mrs. Earman, standing. Mrs. Nancy

Oathout is seated right. Mr. Earman and the late
Mr. Sexton were on the original yacht club board
when the club became active in 1938, some 12 years |
after its founding.

A trio of founders of the Vero Beach Yacht Club attended
that group’s gala 50th anniversary celebration January 17,
when the riverside clubhouse was jammed with members and
guests feting the golden year.

Mrs. Waldo Sexton and Mr, and Mrs. Joe S. Earman, who
were seated at the VIP table with past commodores of the club,
recalled earlier days of the club’s history, when “It began as a
little wooden pier jutting out into the river for a mail stop.”

- Earman, who spoke briefly to a hushed audience, included
a humorous happening about the early years when he had
several rowhoats built and sent to that dock to serve as fishing
boats for visitors — ‘“One was painted differently than the
others,” he reminisced. *'Cn one side of the bow was lettered
‘Betty’s Yacht’ and on the other, ‘Joe’s Rowboat.’ »

A cocktail hour began the gala affair, when Mrs. Myrtie
Vander Roest entertained guests with piano tunes from
yesteryear. Dinner was followed by 2 brief program and the
awarding of door prizes — then dancing to the Bill Kline Trio
began. Chairman of the evening festivities was John Lowe,
whose wife, Ellen, sang one number.

The club received its charter January 15, 1926, from Judge
Elwyn Thomas, but the “‘real activity in ihe formulation of the
club and the building of a clubhcuse did not oceur until 1938,
when the late Prescott Gardner was named president and
manager of the clubhouse,” Lowe said.

“‘Gardner was assisted by Vice-President Paul Goodridge,
Second Vice-President Waldo Sexton and Secretary-Treasurer
E. G. Thatcher. This board and its charter members built a
one-room clubhouse on the east bank of the Indian River at the
end of what is now Date Palm Road cn Rio Vista Boulevard.”

From this beginning, the club has expanded its quarters to
hold a dining room that seats 106 comfortably, a billiard room,
a modern kitchen and a spacious bar overlocking the many
yachts moored at the club’s docks. o

And, building plans are now being drafted to enlarge the
club rooms and dining area so that they will accommodate an
increasing membership — which has reached 350 members.

On the distaff side, the club is helped by its Stipmates, who
were formed in 1974, Now numbering 2, they contribute to
social functions of the club and work en fund-raising projects
to promote the building fund and ta purchase needed equip-
ment.
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